HL7 Modeling and Methodology Work Group

Mission
The Modeling and Methodology Work Group (MnM) is responsible for:

· creating and maintaining the HL7 Development Methodology and facilitating its use; 
· maintaining a Reference Model and Data Types Model that govern the shared models that are developed and used by the HL7 Work Groups creating designs in model-based standards development;
· managing and approving modeling patterns and reusable modeling constructs for HL7 designs; and
· developing and enforcing good modeling practices.
Charter
Work Products and Contributions to HL7 Processes
The Modeling and Methodology Work Group collaborates with the other Foundation and Technology Work Groups and the Architecture Review Board to develop, approve and document the development methodology used within HL7 for the development of Version 3 artifacts.
This group manages the Harmonization Process by which the HL7 Reference Information Model and its associated Vocabulary are defined.  This is an ongoing process of accepting and reviewing proposals for change, overseeing the decision process and documenting the results.
This group maintains an active list of Hot Topics that relate to issues surrounding the interpretation of the methodology and models.  This list will be the foundation for key discussion topics at HL7 Working Group Meetings to assure that such issues are resolved quickly and openly.
The group works to develop and maintain quality criteria and common patterns used in HL7 model-based artifacts that are used in the development of and to assess the quality of those artifacts.

This group oversees the development of reusable static model designs, called CMETs.  This process assures consistency in naming, definition and “specialization” of these designs.
Formal Relationships with Other HL7 Groups
The MnM work group is subject to oversight by the Technical Steering Committee.
The MnM work group will work with the Architecture Review Board (ARB) to assure that the methodology reflects the HL7 architecture and that the RIM supports that architecture.
The MnM work group works with ARB, Infrastructure and Messaging (InM), Services Oriented Architecture and Structured Documents to assure that there is a coherent architecture underlying the HL7 models and methodology.

The MnM work group works with Vocabulary and InM to manage the definition and documentation of the coordinating principles needed to design with and implement the RIM, Data Types and Vocabulary models defined by HL7.

The MnM work group will work with all HL7 Work Groups to provide guidance and facilitation in the design of HL7 models, and to assure the prompt resolution of issues and the consistent interpretations of the models and methodology used in developing Version 3 specifications.
Formal Relationships with Groups Outside of HL7
MnM works on modeling-related issues with other groups such as OMG within the scope of such Memorandums of Understanding as may be established by the HL7 Board.
